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Source: Exercise.LifeTips.com/BigBrains/

Big Brain Tests



Big Brain Tests
We launched Big Brain Tests on LifeTips back in 2000, repurposing “tips” into tests 

as an experiment.  More than 20,000 people took the tests in 3 months.

Source: Exercise.LifeTips.com/BigBrains/



Complexity and Anxiety



The roots of why personality tests and quizzes are so popular 
might be rooted in the reality that today’s world is more 

complex than ever, fostering all kinds of anxiety.



The Pressure of Brand Me



The demand to establish our personal brand (Brand Me) online might contribute 
to the rationale behind the explosion of quizzes and personality tests.



Categorical Discovery



What do we get out of quizzes?

Good insight? Typically no.

By fitting ourselves and other 
people into categories, we  

simplify the world, and 
discover who we are and how 
we fit with others in our tribe.



Tribal Connection



What do we get out of quizzes?
We also establish connection with other people, places or things that we admire, like 

celebrities, cities, cars, that becomes sharable with your tribal members.



Any Danger with Quizzes?
Quizzes and personality tests can be misleading, forming conclusions like “All 
People that Drive an Audi are Jerks,” derived from meaningless algorithmic 

categorization.



Misleading Conclusions



Source: Buzzfeed: What city should I actually live in?

Content Quality



Source: Buzzfeed: What city should I actually live in?

Is Content Quality the Key to Success?
Not for BuzzFeed. Despite insane questions and answer choices with little or no 

logic to the conclusions, this popular quiz on BuzzFeed is one of the most popular 
and proposterous quizzes of all time.   



Sigmund Freud



Why Do Personality Tests Go Viral?
“Displacement, according to Freud, is an unconscious process through which the psyche 
transfers energy, ideas and emotions away from things that cause anxiety, and toward 

similar things that are superficial, whimsical and distraction.”
We distract Ourselves by Focusing On Meaningless Algorithmic Categorization

Source: Jordan Shapiro: The Reason Personality Tests Go Viral Will Blow Your Mind



Clarity from Chaos



Perhaps Online Quizzes and Tests Help Make the World Better
Quizzes perhaps combat the feeling of information overload, offering a fast, simple solution 

to complex problems, alleviating anxiety of the unknown world.



Ready to Join the Quiz Game?



Want to learn how to blow readers away?



Download My Books

WriterAccess.com/WritingSkillGuide

Let’s Talk!
Byron White

617-227-8800
Byron@WriterAccess.com

@ByronWhite

WriterAccess.com/ContentRoadmap
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Who are these guys?





Tens of thousands of quizzes being taken millions of 

times



My goals

1. Expose a hot content medium (quizzes)

2. Show how to generate leads with quizzes

3. Share success stories & techniques

4. Get you started with some quiz concepts 

you can create today



Proceed with caution



It’s ok to break these rules if you’re doing it on 

purpose



There is a renaissance 

happening

Hieroglyphics Paper Billboards

Mail

Email

Blogs

TV

Digital images

Video

Surveys/polls

Infographics

Lists

Quizzes



And it’s something we hated 

while we were in school

Type to enter text





Fit Marketing Case Study



Why are quizzes so viral?

Engaging, Nourishing, and Challenging

All about ME!!!





“Stop telling me interesting and 

useful things about myself”

- Said no one, ever.



78% completion rate

2:27 avg time







The road is being paved by 

mega-publishers

#1 article on NY Times in 2013 was a quiz

8 of the top 10 most shared articles 

in the last 8 months were quizzes
(BuzzSumo)

Just launched their own quiz tool



What about the rest of us?



The worlds’ simplest quiz tool



Three jobs digital

marketers hire a quiz to do

1. Drive social traffic

2. Capture qualified leads

3. Present targeted calls-

to-action and offers







You don’t need a big channel

• 0 likes, 6 comments

• Taken 79,000 times

• Over 750x Social Lift



or a hot topic

• Wildest dream was 1,000 

people would take the quiz

• Over 68,000 people have now 

taken it





What we’re most excited 

about

Turning this Into this



How to capture leads





Case studies

Kettlebell Fever

490 completions  |  90 leads  |  18.4% conversion 

rate





Case studies

Kissmetrics quiz



What is the recipe?

Quizzes Au Virale

1 lb. Content

2 cups Context

3 tbsp. Channel

Pinch of luck

Combine. Serve immediately.

millions Chief Qwizard



1 lb. Content

“Me” drug

Relevance

Belonging



2 cups Context



3 tbsp. Channel

• Facebook

• Twitter

• Website or Blog

• Email

• LinkedIn

• Forum

• Comments

• Community

• Newsletter



A pinch of luck



Roadmap to a viral quiz 

Title

Quiz type

Research

Images

Creation

Distribution



What titles/topics would 

work for me?

What content resonates with your audience?

What are the most shared topics?

What topics get the most questions?

What topics are most controversial?

Are there decisions that people struggle with making?

Are there topics that are misunderstood?



The wild world of…

“Are you a candidate for Lasik Surgery?”

“Should you be wearing glasses to drive?”

“Do you know the 7 most common mistakes 

of new contact wearers?”

“What style frames should you choose?”

“Top 10 little things you can do to 

keep your great eyesight.”

“What’s going on with my vision?”

“Give yourself an eye exam.”

“Do I need special lenses?”

…Optometry



Right answers No right answers



Keys for a viral graded quiz
Compelling title:

• Are you a [____] expert?

• Can you pass the ___ test?

• The world’s hardest ___ quiz

• Do you really know the lyrics to ____?

Multiple choice

• Only as many options as appropriate

Multiple answer & true/false

• Make it clear

Show Feedback

• More information about the right answer

Assign Results

• “You got 90%. You’re a genius!”



Keys for a viral outcome 

quiz
Compelling title:

• Which ___ are you?

• What ___ do you actually belong in?

• What kind of ___ are you?

Create shareworthy outcomes 

• invoke awe, laughter or amusement (Buzzsumo)

• help people define themselves, nourish relationships & get the word out about 

causes they love (NY Times)

• make it a “feel-good” mechanism

Map differentiating factors

• What aspects separate these outcomes?

Form questions based on differentiating factors

• Be creative, yet concrete

• Mix up the number of answers



Wait, what about surveys?

“Under the hood of a quiz is a 

survey…that people actually want to 

take…and share with hundreds of their 

friends”

- Josh Little, Qwizard #1



Find the right images

see: images & qzzr



Create the quiz in minutes



2 cups ContextShare it with the world



Does technique 

matter?



That depends….

do you like 

results?

Drive Social Traffic Capture Qualified LeadsPresent Targeted Offers



Share Rate Lead Conversion

What Famous Hymn Are You?

What type of Ford Mustang are you?

Which Star Wars Bounty Hunter are you?

What Bible Dad are you?

What kind of linguist should you be?

Which member of U2 are you?

Where should you go on a mission trip?

Can you identify these places in Utah?

How would you die in Game of Thrones?

Which Bible figure are you?

What kind of girl geek are you?

Which Studio 5 contributor are you?

Which Master StrongFirst instructor are you?

Are you really StrongFirst?

How Manly is Your Man?

Do you really know Dan John?

A Fairly Tale in the Making

Which Star Wars Bounty Hunter are you?

Where should you go on a mission trip?

Which biblical world cup player are you?

A couple made more than one list

All have great content

Interesting topics

Great titles

Both large and small channels

Which Celebrity Home are you meant to live in?

Do you know how to create a viral quiz?

What is your GRE verbal score?

What would you change about your organization's culture?

Are you emotionally sensitive?

What is your GRE math score?

Which kind of marketing rockstar are you?

Test your world population smarts

Are you an inbound marketing expert?

How up-to-date is your social media marketing expertise?

Offer Conversion



Entertained by the quiz

Challenged by the quiz

Proud of their result

Amused by their result

Felt questions were fair

Trust the data

Share Conversion

Want to see how friends do

Interested in offer

Trust the person offering

Passionate about topic

The motivations of a quiz taker

Feel sufficiently assessed

Fed by the quiz



10.  Show me something 

cool



10.  Show me something 

cool



9. Ask me interesting 

questions



8. Be fair



7. Reel me in with your 

title



6. Help me feel sufficiently 

assessed



5.  Feed me



4. Stay on topic



3.  Make me laugh

“Laughter is the shortest distance between two people.”- Victor Borge



2.  Give me something to 

brag about



1.  Make me an offer I can’t 

refuse



Bottom line:  

Just go make something 

awesome!

Get started at Qzzr.com – it’s free.



Thanks!

Questions?

Owen Fuller

Chief Qwizard

@owenfuller

owen@qzzr.com




